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PTA Annual Report 2014/2015

Having had a glorious Summer, experiencing Mediterranean temperatures, it was time for children, teachers and parents to settle back into a new term, welcoming our new P1s and Nursery children - a big milestone for both children and parents.

Our AGM was held on 22nd September, when Keira Simpson, Treasurer outlined the previous year’s accounts.  Income/Expenditure charts had been sent to parents via Parentmail in June.  These were also highlighted on the PTA noticeboard.

Officeholders were voted in – Chair: Keira Simpson, Secretary: Lynsy Douglas, Joint Treasurer: Carmel Mulholland and Deborah Quinn and Communications Officer: Colm Campbell.  

Other members included Pauline McCracken, Jude Gordon, Donal Sayers, Louise Green, Karen Cuddy & Clare Hughes.  

The Committee welcomed the two new teacher representatives Maire Heaney and Kevin Jones.  

During the year, Lynsy Douglas stood down as Secretary and left the Committee.  Pauline McCracken was nominated as Secretary and all Committee members welcomed her as the new Secretary.  Karen Cuddy & Clare Hughes also left the committee during the year.

The new Committee discussed fundraising events from the previous year’s events, hoping to restore one or two from previous years and possibly introducing some new ones.

Paula Cunningham advised that the school would be applying for the `Awards for All’ grant and the PTA are eligible to apply separately for a grant.

Our fundraisers were:-

Quiz Night

This was our third consecutive Quiz Night.  The event was held in St James’s Parish Hall on Friday 14th November.  Unfortunately, our Quiz Night clashed with Children in Need and a major football match so it wasn’t well supported but with the support of parents, teachers, family members and the local community, everyone there embraced the night, enjoyed the pizzas provided by Four Star and once the raffle kicked off, everyone waited with baited breath for their ticket number to be called.

Halloween Disco & Fancy Dress Parade

The Halloween disco took place on Thursday 23rd October and our ghosts, goblins, witches, wicked bodies and some zealous teachers donned their signature costumes with pride.  This event has, in the past, been a cornerstone event and this year was no exception.  Our resident DJ, Willie McKee kept the little nippers musically entertained whilst other goings on included plying the children with lots of ‘spooktacular’ tricks and treats from the tuck, including ghouly bags, the lucky dip game and our favourite Nuff Inc Caricatures, whilst Mums and Dads were offered pumpkin soup, tea and coffee and homemade goodies.  On sale were our handmade carved pumpkins and a new venture this year was the ghostly tin lanterns.  The night ended with a generous raffle, supplied by teachers, parents, PTA and friends, to name but a few.  

The following day, the children had a fun filled parade where mums and dads got to see some creative handmade costumes.  A panel of judges were chosen and the unenviable task of picking deserving winners from each class undertaken.  The PTA has pleasure in providing the prizes. 

Movie Night

Movie Night never fails to disappoint and on Friday 21st November, we had our first Movie Night of the year.  Flicks were chosen, movies included Frozen, Tinkerbell and The Pirate Fairy, Sherman & Mr Peabody, How to Train your Dragon 2, Maleficent and the Lego Movie.  We had a full house for one or two of the shows.  Excited critics arrived eager to exchange tickets for their treats, whilst mums and dads availed of the peace and quiet and enjoyed some refreshments in the hall.  Some took the opportunity to catch up with errands back home.  Under the close supervision of teachers and PTA members, the children all agreed it was a smash hit!

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES

Raffle

The Committee again, decided to organise a Christmas raffle.  Unfortunately, the previous year it proved difficult to organise an additional Christmas event but the prizes were soon secured by generous local businesses, theatres, parents and many more.  A book of tickets was sent home to each family and the prizes drawn on      19th December at the P1 and P2 Christmas concert.  Prizes included High King tickets, Lyric Theatre tickets, Direct Wine Gift Box, Sozo Restaurant voucher and many more.

DVDs

The much awaited Christmas concerts took place the week before Christmas and the recording and selling of DVDs had been such a success the two previous years that NS and P1-P4 classes were recorded, capturing the magic of all our stars.  The DVDs were brilliantly produced and edited, bringing a tear to a glass eye.  Orders have almost doubled since this initiative began almost three years ago.

Santa Visit

The Nursery Unit had a very special visitor, Santa no less, and the children were beyond excitement.  Santa provided a gift to each child, with a little help from the PTA.

EGM

An EGM was called and held on 12th February 2015 to discuss registering the PTA with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland (CCNI).  This was a legal requirement and we had been called by CCNI to register.  The constitution was agreed and adopted and St James’s PTA is now, formally, a charity.  

Movie Night

A second Movie Night was arranged for Friday 27th February 2015.  Movies included Frozen (back by popular demand), Muppets Most Wanted, The Boxtrolls, Earth to Echo and The Book of Life.  Again, excited moviegoers took their seats, popcorn and treat and sat back and watched the show.  Parents are definitely enjoying the window of opportunity and with exact pick-up times advertised, children were picked up and another smooth movie night complete.

Break the Rules

The children love this fundraiser, as does the PTA and on 17th April the children had fun breaking lots of rules.  Suitable rules were chosen and a list of rules was provided to all the children.  The children pondered over what rules they wanted to break, for a small fee; this was as many or as few as they like.  It was agreed that the Nursery Unit should be included and they were offered two rules.  All the children had a great day, participating in extra play time, sitting beside their friends, wearing their favourite costume or bringing their favourite toy to school.   

Marathon

This was the second year the PTA undertook the Belfast City Marathon. Last year was such a success that it was agreed to submit another team for 2015.  This year was a joint venture with two of our teachers participating in the relay, Mr Tunny and Miss Hunter.  The PTA runners included Donal Sayers, Carmel Mulholland & Keira Simpson.  The bank holiday was perfect weather for runners/shufflers and we all made it in one piece, coming in at a modest 4:31:36.  Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the experience, as this was, for some, their first marathon experience.  

May Fair

The May Fair is the highlight of the PTA calendar and this year excelled all others.  Our Fair was held on Friday 29th May in the school grounds.  We were hostage to the weather and the day itself was not in our favour so we decided to hold it indoors.  Our canteen was transformed and soon became the perfect setting for our fun Fair.  This year we added some new games, e.g. Ball in Bucket, Golden Bucket, Guess the Birthday and Pick a Lolly.  We also had our traditional games such as Catch a Duck, Water & Wine, Pop a Treat and loads more.  Our talented Irish dancers kept us all entertained with their dancing.  Our focus, this year, was on ‘The Great St James’s Bake Off’, now our signature stall.  Pupils, parents and PTA members turned their hands to baking, and ornate glassware and crockery displayed the array of tray-bakes, cakes, desserts, breads and kiddies corner home-baked goodies.  Bunting, fresh flowers and elegant china cups were also bedecked around the home-baked stall which added a touch of magic.  Some local businesses bought a stall and before long we had an overflowing car park, an incredible atmosphere and everyone was buzzing.  

Football Tickets

The PTA was offered two tickets for the European 2016 Qualifier in Dublin for Saturday 13th June as a fundraiser.  The tickets were received one week prior to the event.  It was advertised via twitter, with a closing date of Wednesday 10th June, and through word of mouth.  Twitter proved unsuccessful.  However, an offer of £150 for both tickets was received and accepted.

End of Year Disco

Our final celebration is marked with our End of Year Disco and this was held on Thursday 11th June.  This is an opportunity to wish a fond farewell to our P7 leavers.  Invitations were sent out to all the pupils and before too long all ages from Nursery School children – P7s were sharing their end of year traditions dancing the night away with friends.  A tuck shop was provided for the younger ones whilst tea and coffee was provided to the mums and dads.  Our night was finished off with the good old faithful raffle.  
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